
Appendix D 
 

1. Examples of Current or Recent Significant Cases 
 

 
4.1 Mrs G was successfully prosecuted for a benefit fraud offence. A Financial Investigation 

ran concurrently to the benefit fraud investigation and the case was referred to the 
Crown Court for the Court to hear an application under the Proceeds of Crime Act. As a 
result of those proceedings, a confiscation order has been made against Mrs G. As a 
result, she must repay the overpaid benefit within 6 months of the date of the order or 
face a period in custody.  

 
4.2 Miss N has recently been prosecuted for a benefit fraud offence. She failed to notify a 

change in her circumstances in that her partner was resident with her. As a result she 
was overpaid benefit in excess of £17,000. In mitigation she stated that she was under 
pressure from her boyfriend to conceal the information from the Local Authority, to 
protect her benefit claim. She was sentenced to 100hrs unpaid work and also ordered to 
undertake a Personal Welfare Course.  

 
4.3 Mrs V made a false claim for benefit when she failed to declare income from a private 

pension. This claim was false from the outset. Mrs V also continued to provide false 
statements when she completed further claim forms and completed a review form with a 
Visiting Officer from the Local Authority. An investigation revealed that she had been in 
receipt of a private pension since 2004 (some 4 years prior to her claim). She was 
overpaid benefit in excess of £6,500. She was prosecuted for the offence and was 
sentenced by way of 4 weeks imprisonment, suspended for 12 months. The Magistrates 
stated the sentence imposed was on the basis of the length of time that the offence 
continued for and the multiple false statements that she made.  

 
4.4 ARP continues to report all prosecutions to the host authorities Communications Teams, 

to raise awareness of cases within the Court system. This occurs both before the 
pending Court date and also on successful conviction. This is in an attempt to raise the 
profile of Counter Fraud activity and also to use the media to communicate the 
implications of fraudulent activity to likely fraudsters.  

 
 
 
 
 


